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ATTENDANCE POLICY

2011-2012
Attendance at Rehearsals and Performances is 100% REQUIRED and NECESSARY.  All prearranged rehearsals and those announced with at least two weeks’ notice are mandatory and graded components of the requirements for the performance classes. 

Only by prearranged plans may a rehearsal or performance be missed (this includes all sectional, full and special rehearsals.  Other types of absences will be reviewed and dealt with according to circumstances surrounding the absence. All rehearsals and performances held after normal school hours are considered an extension of the school day and are treated as part of the class requirements (like homework in Academics).   

Band is a co-curricular course and not extra-curricular, and you cannot use that excuse to avoid its responsibilities, no more than you can use that excuse to avoid homework for your other classes.  Please also note that it is impossible to really “make up” a performance if missed.  Other members carry an extra burden when people are absent.  We provide make-up work in order to help protect your grade, but no performance absence can truly be made up in terms of what it does to affect the CHEMISTRY of the TEAM.
Excused Absence from Rehearsal
Except in cases of extreme emergency or illness, band members will not be excused from rehearsals. 

Unexcused Absence from Rehearsal

Unexcused absences could result in the student being placed on alternate status.
Absence Procedure
The director will accept only written excuses.  If you are going to be absent from a rehearsal or performance, we need a note from your parents with a clear outline of the reasons why you must miss the rehearsal/performance, as well as a phone number where they can be contacted.  This note must be in our hands no later than two weeks prior to the absence, or the absence will automatically count as unexcused.  In case of an absence from a special rehearsal or performance due to illness, a doctor’s excuse will be expected with the parent’s statement.  All excuses should be submitted to the director on the day following the performance.
Examples of excused absences:
Sick from school

Emergency doctor appointments (routine appointments should not be scheduled during rehearsal time)

Death in family

Important family engagement (wedding)

Religious holiday

Examples of Unexcused absences:

Doctor appointments
Driving test

Homework (you must learn to manage your time well)

Concert or pro sporting event

Birthday

Work

Lack of transportation (your section leader can help you find a carpool within the band)
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